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At first I was only the owner of a kennel in Lisbon, with the suffix "de Santiago", dedicated to recovering the old Portuguese Perdigueiro Portugues (Portuguese hunting dog that existed prior to the Pointer). Having started with no registered animals, in time the "Santiago" dogs were duely recognized. Seventeen years later their photograph was published in the Club's book as examples of the standard of the breed. So it was a respectable kennel.

When Mr. Vasco Bensaude, owner of the Algarbiorum Water Dogs died, and left me his 15 champions - the reasons are another story - I felt that in spite of my work and experience, my suffix "de Santiago" was not worthy of this honor. So I looked up a title for another suffix and came across the ancient 'M)rd "AI-Gharb" that later became Algarve, land \\Ihere the Water Dogs roamed, free to fish with their owners and be truly loved. In other words, a place and time when no money or mud was attached to their boats, nest and breeders. And the AI-Gharb kennel was born.

Yesterday my attention was drawn to the name of a Portuguese Water Dog puppy entered in Portugal's recent international show. The puppy's name is AI-Gharbe and its suffix is "do Vale Negro". The little dog's name ends with an "e", so it is not an official "AI-Gharb" dog. Yet few people will notice this letter.

Unfortunately for whosoever is, in due time, misled by the above mention6d lack of respect for my kennel, and Mr. Bensaude's work, it is the aforementioned dog's pedigree that counts. And the pedigree, precisely because it has an extra "e", will never live up to the suffix "AI-Gharb" , no matter how very much its breeder could aspire to that honor and to all the important past that goes with it.
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