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Precisely on this day. the tenth of June, "Dia de Portugal" (Day or Portugal) I would like to address the Breeders of our Portuguese Water Dogs in the U.S.A., and do so as the first exporter, of this now famous dog, to America.

When years ago I managed to place the first puppy in a crate tagged "Destination Dr. Thomas Rees, New York,- I felt highly rewarded. It was the beginning of the end of a long, tiresome, battle of writing hundreds of letters to a foreign country with the disheartening task of selling this country some unknown foreign dogs.

A recent article published in Seafarer, pages 45/46 has been brought to my attention (Seafarer is not responsible for opinions expressed) and I find it important to reflect on all the phantasy that it encloses. The very idea of a similitude between Mr. Vasco Bensaude (owner of Algarbiorum Kennels) and Antonio Cabral (owner of the Alvalade Kennels) is, to say the least, absurd. Reducing the difference exclusively to their capacity as breeders. their dogs are the living example of who they were in that field.

Vasco Bensaude was a passionate lover of the p .W.D., and its selection was his one and only hobby. The story began with his first magnificent dog called .Leao.. His archives, that I possess, are rich in personal comments on all his animals. When .Leao. died he wrote, .1 do not know if I will ever own another dog like .Leao,. but at least 1 can say he was once part of my kennels and my life.

Vasco Bensaude owned a fleet where females of the breed carried out their secular wor1<. at sea, bearing their litters. guarding the ships and aiding their masters. He also owned large kennels, with enclosed pools, in the garden of his home in Lisbon.

Antonio Cabral kept his several breeds of native dogs in kennels, under his care, that belonged to Lisbon's County. Dr. Cabral only entered his dogs to show when he, as a director in the Kennel Club, knew they had no true competitors. The reason, he once explained, wa.c'. to ~I'ow ott1er breede~ of Po:1ugues~ dogs a b2tte: chance to win. This accounts for the fact that his P . W .0. of Alvalade Kennels never competed with AIgarbiorum Kennels.

So we see that while one man was a reserved, passionate, breeder of p . W.D., the other was an. opportunist lover of shows, prizes, and dogs in general. The fad that he was a judge made things difficult for many people. When a judge is a breeder of one breed, the problem is serious. When he breeds several breeds he can be, as a judge, intolerable. But this is another story. No knowledgeable breeder can be led astray by an erratic judge. But, as I say, this is another story .

Vasco Bensaude's private archives, with all his personal rlotes, have no reference to blindness, H.D., Addison's disease, baldness, or any other heritable problems of the kind in his Aigarbiorum Kennels. Nor did I ever find any such cases in my AI-Gharb dogs. This means that both kennels add up to nearly half a century of breeding with a clean record of healthy products.

The article also expresses a doubt as to foreseeing what Mr. Bensaude would have done with '"Tabu's" descendents, should he have lived longer. Well, I am in a position to satisfy this curiosity. The first Portuguese dogs to win a contest in an international show in Lisbon, competing with all foreign and imported breeders and dogs (plus a British judge) was '"Tabu's grandson, "Rey do AI-Gharb." So we can see that '"Tabu" was not, by any means, the beginning of any "line," but the continuation of the extraordinary work of an extraordinary man.

The fad that I inherited both Mr. Bensaude's dogs and enemies is probably only natural. But then thi-" again, is another story...
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