DOG WORLD, May 39,1997 — §

AS YOU will have read last
week, the USA is now sharing
Britauns concern ahout the
practice of inclading renderaed
animal tissue in animal feed
something wluch many believe
is connectad to the oatbreak of
hovine spomgiform encephalo-
pathy (BSE) in catile.

I am grateful to Cam enthuo-
siast Don REobbie for hterature
an the subject, including arts-
cles [rom the New Yook Temes,

The whole process of ren
dering (using slaughtered farm
animals =te) is a pretty homi-
ble one when yvou think about
it, though dead animals have to
he disposed of somehow, hat
one aspecl of the NY T s claums
really did revolt me.

Apparently added to the

chain in the USA arc the
remains of dogs and cats put
down in animal shelters, Six or
sevenl million (ves, million)
cats and dogs are killed in shel-
ters each yvear, according ta an
American SPCA spokesinan.
and the article reports that, for
example, the city of  Los

Angeles sends 200 tons of
‘eithanrzed” cats and dogs o
b rendered cach monch.

It 13 some relief to know that
pet food companies oy not to
buy mcat and bone meal from
renderers who gond ap cats
and dogs, according to the
Mewr York Times.

I am sure that readers over
here would like to be reas-
swed about the fate of com-
panion animals’ bodices. It is a
distasteful subject, but one of
great importance. May [ ask
the wvetemnary profession ar
any of the animal charities or
lowal anthorities whose work
inewvitably at tunes includes the
destruction of pets, what hap
pens 1o the dogs and cats they
put down?




